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STIRLING TERRACE, ALBANY — ASSAULTS 
Grievance 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.19 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for 
Police and Emergency Services, who is also the Minister for Community Safety. 

Last week I received a phone call from the Albany police informing me of yet another vicious and unprovoked 
bashing in the Stirling Terrace pub and nightclub district. It seems to me that these bashings are almost always 
associated with the excessive consumption of alcohol and/or drugs. They occur because either the perpetrators 
are so fuelled up that they have lost any sense of self-control or the victim is so drunk or stoned — 

Point of Order 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY: I hate to be pedantic but it is against standing orders to read a speech verbatim to the house. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr M.J. Cowper): I have to take advice on that. 

Mr P. Papalia: He is consulting his notes. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Verbatim! 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY: I think it is against standing orders, Mr Acting Speaker. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I understand that one can refer to notes, but reading verbatim is not generally 
accepted. I ask the member to continue discussing his very important issue. 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY: I am sure he is suitably across it. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: This will be going out to all the police in Western Australia! 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Albany, you may proceed. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr P.B. WATSON: I have lost track of where I was after the rude interruption from the member for Kalgoorlie. 

Mr M.J. Birney: So the member was reading! 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Yes, I am, because Stirling Terrace is a very important hub of my community. 

Point of Order 
Mr M.J. BIRNEY: Mr Acting Speaker, I am sure that you just said that it does offend standing orders to read a 
speech verbatim, and the member for Albany has now said that he is doing exactly that. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr M.J. Cowper): I ruled that that is the case, and I am sure that the member for 
Albany will proceed with that in mind. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr P.B. WATSON: I have been approached by concerned people in my community about the number of drug-
fuelled and alcohol-fuelled incidents in our pub district. I have been approached by Jenny Spanbroek, whose son 
was bashed, and Ronnie Sochaki-Kennedy. Those two mothers have come to me with their issues about what has 
happened in this area. 

I ask the minister to get the police in Albany to convene a meeting between various members of our community, 
including the drug and alcohol health sectors, the hospital and concerned parents—all the different groups—so 
that the community can take hold of this issue itself. I do not want one meeting to be organised and then for 
nothing else to happen. We have had meeting “fests” to which people have come along and talked about things, 
but after which nothing gets carried on. 

I have spoken to Senior Sergeant Dave Hornsby, who is the sergeant in charge at the Albany Police Station, and 
he has some very good ideas about community safety and crime prevention programs. The City of Albany has 
not come on board with the community and safety program. I am not only calling on the minister to ask the 
police to have input into this situation, but also asking the City of Albany to come along and be a part of it.  

While I was out on patrol with the police in Albany two or three weeks ago, I witnessed the very hard job that 
they have in maintaining control. A lot of the young people do not have respect for the police, and that was 
discussed yesterday when the member for Hillarys’ legislation was debated. We have to not only gain respect 
back for the police on the streets, but also take part as a community. We have to take hold of this issue ourselves; 
we cannot leave it to the police or the drug and alcohol authorities to do it. We have to get everyone together and 
take control of our actions.  
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Ronnie Sochaki-Kennedy came to see me, and she wants to get the community involved. We throw everything 
back on the police or the law-makers and say that they must do this and that. We have to get together as a group, 
and involve the families in the community, the police and the drug authorities. We do not want to have just one 
meeting and walk away with a strategy for only the next two or three months. We want to work out strategies 
and follow them through. We may not get it right the first time—some of the strategies might not work—but it 
would be better than sitting on our backsides and simply increasing the penalties. People have to take more 
responsibility for their actions. 

A lot of young people are getting bashed, as I said, because they are vulnerable. When I was out with the police 
on patrol, I felt quite safe walking along York Street, but walking along Stirling Terrace, with its little alleys on 
the side, was a different matter. Young people go to the hotels there, and when they close, they all head along to 
the nightclub. The guys at the nightclub do a good job, but they can only do so much. I sat across from the 
nightclub in an unmarked police car and saw that the nightclub guys check everyone and their drivers’ licences, 
and if anyone is drunk, they send them on their way. One of the concerns we have relates to vulnerable people 
coming out of the nightclubs. While in the car park with the police, I saw young girls, probably younger than my 
daughter, walking out in the latest gear — 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Looking older than they are.  

Mr P.B. WATSON: —looking older than they are. People were sitting in cars nearby, and the area is not very 
well lit. We need to start educating these young people that they can go and have a drink and, if they want to be 
silly enough, have a smoke, but when they start doing the other things —  

Mr R.F. Johnson: Not cannabis. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: No. I am not saying young people should smoke a cigarette, but that is a choice young kids 
make. They can smoke a cigarette, have a drink, have a good time, but they should be very wary of the 
circumstances when leaving nightclubs and hotels. I have called on the City of Albany to install better lighting 
on Stirling Terrace. I would not walk along there after 11 o’clock at night, and I can run! Imagine these young 
people in high heels and things like that. 

I ask the Minister for Police to request the police to coordinate a meeting in the community. Senior Sergeant 
Dave Hornsby has had success holding such meetings up north. He got groups in the town together to act as a 
unit and they met on a regular basis. I ask the minister to request the police in Albany to organise a meeting. If 
that happened, it would be much easier and much safer for young people to walk on the streets of Albany.  

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta — Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [10.26 am]: I thank the 
member for his grievance but also for the leadership he is showing in his community to try to deal with a real 
concern. It is that sort of leadership in bringing people together that the member for Albany has a real talent for 
and I am sure that by doing that we will see results. I certainly want to see how I can work with him to achieve 
that. 
The community concern for law and order is always present, but I expect it has been heightened by the recent 
violent attacks that have occurred in Albany. The attacks have been given a lot of media coverage and that has 
caused great concern to the individuals involved and their friends and family, as well as the wider community. 

I went to Albany a few weeks ago, and the member for Albany and I received a briefing from senior police. I 
went through the station the next day and met Senior Sergeant Dave Hornsby. I was certainly very impressed 
with the officers and the job they are doing. Going on the statistics, overall they have effected marked reductions 
in crime. They are doing a brilliant job there.  
However, there are new challenges, and the police and everyone else need to move to see what we can do to deal 
with those. As the member indicated, at the heart of this problem is alcohol and drug use. The briefing note that I 
have received from the police indicates that the proportion of alcohol-related aggravated non-domestic assaults 
in the Albany subdistrict is higher than the state average and higher than that in other comparable regional 
centres. Currently there is a real problem in Albany. However, for 2007-08, the total number of aggravated non-
domestic assaults is currently 2.4 per cent lower than during the same period in 2006-07, and 21.2 per cent lower 
than 2003-04. The Albany subdistrict has experienced a decrease, rather than an increase, in the incidence of 
violent public assaults. However, it is still higher than in other regional centres, and that is a real cause for 
concern.  
The police are doing a range of things to tackle that, such as issuing move-on orders and enforcing the Liquor 
Licensing Act. The police operation to enforce the Liquor Licensing Act has resulted in one liquor licence 
infringement to the value of $7 000. I understand that actions are being taken against another licensee, but the 
case is yet to go to the Liquor Commission. The police are proactive in dealing with irresponsible people who 
have control over liquor outlets and do not comply with the act. That is only one element associated with this 
issue. The member for Albany said that there is no point addressing only one element. The member is very keen 
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to bring all the elements together—the police, liquor licensing, government agencies, the local government 
authority and various members of the community—to determine what action should be taken to address these 
issues. That would be a very good thing to do.  
Clearly, the police will engage. I would not direct them to do that, because that is what they already do. They 
will engage with the community in a range of ways. The police will fully engage in a forum, if it is held, at 
which they can get their message across to the community and gain the community’s support. The officers in 
Albany give me great confidence that they will do that in a productive way.  

Additional assistance can be offered. The Office of Crime Prevention has a role in bringing the community 
together to deal with an issue such as the one outlined by the member for Albany. It can work with the police and 
local government to achieve that end. The Office of Crime Prevention has the expertise in environmental design 
that can assist in preventing these violent crimes from occurring. That office has undertaken a great deal of work 
on environmental design, which addresses the question of buildings, lighting, vegetation and those things that 
could contribute to the failure to create safe spaces. The office suggests measures to ensure that streetscapes are 
well lit to make them safer. The Office of Crime Prevention can bring that expertise in considering this issue. 
The office also engages with local government. Over 100 local authorities have signed crime prevention 
partnerships with the office. Unfortunately, the City of Albany has not done that. However, that does not mean 
that the Office of Crime Prevention cannot work with the City of Albany in suggesting street lighting that will 
assist in making Albany a safer place.  
My staff spoke to the Office of Crime Prevention this morning and it will be happy to assist the member for 
Albany with a community forum with a view to establishing an ongoing local arrangement. The office can 
provide the technical advice, assist in holding a forum and provide the facilitators to ensure that the forum will 
be successful. It can provide the technical advice to provide safer streetscapes in an endeavour to decrease the 
incidence of crime. The police will engage with the City of Albany because it is already proactive in recognising 
that the abuse of alcohol has been a major issue involved in the assaults and the lawlessness that attaches to that.  

I thank the member for Albany for his willingness to take this lead. I trust that he we will get the support of the 
community to engage with the City of Albany and the police, with the assistance of the Office of Crime 
Prevention, to tackle this problem, which is of concern to the people of Albany, in the most effective way 
possible. The member is absolutely right in saying that the whole community must understand what the problem 
is and how it can make a positive contribution if there is to be a marked reduction in the number of violent 
assaults in public places that are generally alcohol fuelled. I give an undertaking to work with the member for 
Albany to make inroads into what is a very serious problem.  
 


